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FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA. 

IJy  Consul  AV.  J.  Verby,  Daliar,  October  11,  1020. 

DAHOMEY. 

Dahomey  is  a  French  West  African  colony  bordering  on  the  sea 
just  west  of  Nigeria.  The  foreign  trade  of  this  colony  witnessed  a 
conspicuous  advance  in  1919,  when  the  total  value  of  imports  and 
exports  amounted  to  $22,096,il4,  as  against  $11,258,413  in  1918,  $4,- 
592,540  in  1915,  and  $8,059,953  in  1912.  [In  these  reports  all  statis- 
tics have  been  comptued  on  the  normal  value  of  the  franc,  i.  e.  at 
$0,193.]  The  increase  over  1918  is  96  per  cent,  over  1915,  381  per 
cent,  and  over  1912,  174  per  cent.  This  great  increase,  as  with  other 
AVest  African  colonies,  is  due  primarily  to  the  higher  prices  for  im- 
ports and  exports,  although  the  quantity  of  products  received  and 
shipped  out  increased  too.  Unfavorable  exchange  was  also  a  factor 
in  the  increased  value  of  the  colony's  trade.  The  total  value  of  im- 
ports aggregated  $S,5G6,244  in  1919,  $5,470,957  in  1918,  $2,051,832  in 
1915,  and  $3,919,849  in  1912.  Exports  totaled  $13,530,170  in  1919, 
$5,787,456  in  1918,  $2,540,708  in  1915,  and  $4,140,104  in  1912.  Im- 
ports of  specie  in  1919  amountd  to  $446,999,  as  against  $50,779  in 
1918.  There  were  no  such  exports  in  1919  and  only  $11,526  worth  in 
1918. 
Imports  by  Articles. 

The  principal  articles  imported  in  1918  and  1919  are  indicated  in 
the  following  table  according  to  quantity  and  value : 


Articles. 

1918 

1919 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Com 

634 
719 
107 

$13,593 

1,581,286 

19,404 

669 
563 
290 

?40,693 

Cotton  goods 

1,738.771 

Flour 

64,910 
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Articles. 


Gin... 

Glassware 

Kerosene 

Kola  nut.s 

I/Umbcr 

Machines  and  parts. 

Matches 

Rice 

Salt 

Sea  biscuits 

Soap 

Sugar 

Thread,  cotton 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Spirits,  trade 

All  other  articles  — 


Total. 


1913 


Metric  tons.        Valus, 


,242 

2;;  7 


b  10,  SOO, 
3, 


0  58S, 


$20. 
3t. 

2:-!, 

21, 

48. 

02, 

3, 

1)2, 

1. 

33, 

0, 

145, 

273, 

2.5.5, 

2,771, 


5, 470, 957 


1919 


Metric  tons.     Value, 


a  40,  253 


f*  19, 


010,960 

129 

4, 2S8 

05 

63 

90 

66 

1,007 

054, 055 


$39, 461 
50,S72 
52,763 
26, 492 
29,173 
53,610 

179, 507 
39, 146 

160,449 
22, 342 
45,083 
27, 295 

166,512 
1,052,048 

541,751 
4,235,366 


8, 566, 244 


a  Liters  of  0.204  gallon  each. 


6  Boxes. 


The  import  trade  of  1919  advanced  5G  per  cent  over  that  of  1918. 
The  disposal  of  accumulated  raw  products  enabled  the  natives  to 
increase  their  purchases  of  imports,  although  they  paid  higher  prices 
for  the  imported  articles.  The  leading  increase  among  the  colony's 
imports  were  as  follows :  Flour,  chiefly  from  the  United  States,  234 
per  cent ;  sugar,  also  furnished  chiefly  by  the  United  States,  179  per 
cent;  leaf  tobacc©,  all  imports  coming  from  the  United  States,  284 
per  cent;  spirits,  mostly  of  American  origin,  111  per  cent,  although 
their  importation  was  forbidden  by  the  French  Government;  salt, 
coming  from  France  and  England,  42  per  cent;  kerosene,  all  from 
the  United  States,  121  per  cent;  matches,  furnished  principally  by 
Sweden  (16,000,000  boxes),  Japan  (1,000,000  boxes),  and  United 
States  (998,000  boxes),  94  per  cent.  Lumber  increased  in  value  from 
$97  in  1918  to  $29,173  in  1919.  Wine  im]:)orts  suffered  a  decline  in 
quantity,  although  the  value  in  1919  was  higher  than  in  1918.  Ship- 
ments came  chiefly  from  France.  The  increased  cost  of  cotton  goods 
and  yarns  account  for  the  decline  in  the  quantity  imported  in  1919. 

Chief  Products  Exported. 

The  principal  commodities  exported  in  1918  and  1919  are  indicated 
in  the  appended  table  according  to  quantity  and  value: 


Articles. 

191S 

1919 

"Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Cocoa  beans 

7 

123 

165 

267 

1,802 

26,2.50 

8,  508 

343 

SI,. 500 

16,  8.52 

4,204 

119,883 

248.721 

2,  ,352. 523 

2,642,262 

51,073 

352,438 

26 

52 

28 

134 

798 

68, 982 

22,512 

263 

$9,685 

5,674 

Corn  (maize) 

1,895 

Cotton  lint 

73,582 

Fish,  dried 

200, 786 

Palm  kernels 

8,721,381 

I'alin  oil 

3,910,275 

Shrimps,  smoked 

43,991 

All  other  articles 

562, 901 

Total 

5,787,455 

13,530,170 

Increases  occurred  chiefly  in  those  products  which  count  most  in 
the  colony's  export  trade,  namely,  in  palm  kernels,  from  20,250  tons 
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in  1918  to  68,982  tons  in  1919;  in  cocoa  beans  from  7  to  20  tons;  and 
in  palm  oil  from  8,508  to  22,512  tons.  Declines  are  noted  in  shi])- 
ments  of  dried  and  smoked  lish,  corn,  and  copra,  and  are  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  natives  found  larger  returns  in  the  products 
first  named  to  which  the}^  gave  their  attention.  Dried  and  smoked 
fish  is  usually  exported  to  neigliboring  colonies.  Marseilles,  France, 
one  of  the  princii^al  markets  for  palm  oil,  received  TO  per  cent  of^ 
Dahomey's  shipments,  about  15,750  tons;  the  United  States  took 
1,700  tons  and  the  Netherlands  3,500  tons.  England  purchased  less 
oil  than  usual.  Palm  kernels  found  a  large  demand  both  in  Eng- 
land and  the  Netherlands  until  a  decree  in  November  prohibited 
the  exportation  of  oleaginous  products  to  all  foreign  countries  other 
than  France  without  a  special  permit.  The  10,000  tons  of  kernels  ex- 
ported to  France  were  almost  exclusively  for  the  Service  Ravitaillc- 
ment.  Palm  oil  and  kernels  represented  90  per  cent  of  the  total 
exports  in  1919.  The  cultivation  of  the  castor-oil  bean  was  intensi- 
fied in  the  colony  under  the  encouragement  of  the  (lovernment. 
Shipments  advanced  from  53  tons  in  1918  to  69  tons  in  1919.  Da- 
homey also  exported  130  tons  comJng  from  Togoland,  of  which  59 
tons  went  to  France  and  71  tons  to  England. 
Direction  of  Trade — Entrances  and  Clearances. 

The  following  figures  give  the  percentages  of  the  total  value  of 
the  foreign  trade  in  1918  and  1919  enjo3'ed  by  the  principal  countries 
trading  with  Dahomey:  1918 — France,  48.93  per  cent;  England, 
25.80  per  cent;  United  States,  6.31  per  cent;  all  other  countries,  18.9 
per  cent;  1919 — France,  29.6  per  cent;  England,  30  per  cent;  United 
States,  12.5  per  cent ;  all  other  countries,  27.9  per  cent. 

Entrances  and  clearances  at  the  port  of  Dahomey  in  1918  and 
1919  were  as  follows : 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Flag. 

1918 

1919 

1918 

1919 

» 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

2 
51 

8,538 
109,181 

2 
54 

s,  538 

British 

43 
1 

86,350 
1,100 

43 

1 

86, 701 
1,100 

116,059 

Danish 

Dutch     

1 

47 

733 
119,575 

1 

50 

733 

French 

27 
2 

65, 694 
3,840 

28 
2 

67,357 
3,840 

124,224 

Greek 

1 
4 

1,847 
4,345 

1 
6 

1,847 

Norwegian 

Portuguese 

2 

4,825 

1 
2 

1 

1,260 

787 

1,257 

8,999 

Spanish 

Swedish 

2 
6 

1,873 
13,795 

3 
6 

2,808 

United  States 

13, 795 

Total 

75 

161,809 

114 

259, 887 

78 

162,302 

123 

277, 003 

FRENCH  GUINEA. 

The  foreign  or  overseas  trade  of  French  Guinea  in  1919  amounted 
in  value  to"  $9,358,166,  as  against  $6,919,551  for  1918,  $7,073,497 
for  1917,  and  $6,900,210  in  1913,  a  gain  over  1918  amounting  to 
$2,438,015,  over  1917,  $2,284,669,  and  over  1913,  $2,397,956.    These 
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advances  represent  not  only  liigher  prices,  but  also  increased  quanti- 
ties of  imports  and  expoits.  In  1919  imports  totaled  $5,002,375.  as 
against  $4,444,785  for  1918,  $4,122,371  for  1917,  and  $3,747,773  for 
1913.  The  total  value  of  the  exDorts  for  1919  was  $4,355,791,  as 
against  $2,474,7CG  for  1918,  $2,951,126  for  1917,  and  $3,212,437  for 
1913.  Imports  of  specie  in  1919  amounted  to  $20,81G,  as  against 
$14,765  in  1918.  The  exports  in  1919  amounted  to  $908,169  as  against 
$1,022,138  in  1918. 

Principal  Imports  in  1917,  1918,  and  1919. 

Imports  into  French  Guinea  during  the  past  three  years  have  been 
as  follows: 


Articles. 


1917 


Metric  tons.       Value 


1918 


Metric  tons.      Value 


1919 


Metric  tons.    Value, 


Alcohol  and  liqueurs . . . 

Coal 

Construction  materials . 
Cotton  goods: 

Tissues 

Guineas 

Another 

Flour,  wheat 

Kerosene 

Kola  nuts 

Metal,  raw 

Metal  manufactures 

Sea  biscuits 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Wines 

All  other  articles 


q2S,111 


474 

1,770 

821 

300 

223 

392 

35 

21 

2S9 

6 

104 

55 

269 

a  2SS,  791 


$28,227 
46, 473 
10, 145 

2, 567,  .300 

132, 468 

172,516 

25,371 

40, 942 

13,657 

10, 137 

134,218 

1,106 

24,421 

12, S99 

135,048 

81,534 

685,909 


1,332 

1,317 

472 

237 

179 

371 

81 

393 

414 

74 

21 

5 

158 


S51,392 
3,004 
37,315 

2,835,210 

104,350 

186,070 

30, 200 

19,593 

46, 718 

218,427 

165, 504 

179 

13,017 

1,004 

102,350 

112,512 

517.820 


0  58,900 
452 
845 


1,000 

445 

208 

448 

76 

103 

402 

4 

46 

77 

243 


Total. 


4, 122, 371 


4,444,785 


S73, 161 
12,675 
30, 786 

2,417,076 

272, 564 

356, 550 

50, 850 

27, 574 

34,. 569 

52, 757 

258,038 

2,0(W 

34,236 

24,764 

203,832 

141,893 

1,009,047 

5,002,375 


a  Liters. 

The  principal  increases  occurred  in  imports  of  alcohols  and 
liqueurs,  coal,  guinea  cloth,  flour,  kerosene,  soap,  sugar,  and  leaf 
tobacco.  Trade  in  construction  materials,  cotton  tissues  other  than 
guinea  cloth,  and  metal  declined;  sea  biscuits,  metal  manufactures, 
and  wines  showed  a  decrease  in  quantity  received,  although  the^value 
increased. 

France  and  its  colonies  furnished  22  per  cent  of  the  imports  and 
all  foreign  countries  78  per  cent.  The  imports  from  France  and  the 
colonies  thereof  consisted  principally  of  cotton  goods  valued  at 
$329,863,  wines  and  other  drinks  $185,879,  metal  manufactures  $75,- 
436,  and  other  articles  $105,993.  England  sent  cotton  goods  valued 
at  $2,594,229 ;  cotton  thread,  used  mostly  by  the  natives  as  the  web  to 
spin  native  cloth,  valued  at  $74,911;  metal  manufacture's  $94,313; 
chemical  products  $130,945  ;  other  articles  $45,364.  From  the  United 
States  came  imports  totaling  $5^12,170,  including  various  colonial 
goods  worth  $228,841,  metal  manufactures  $77,004,  flour  and  wheat 
foodstuffs  $53,190,  and  cotton  tissues  $30,873. 

Value  and  Quantity  of  Chief  Export  Items. 

The  export  trade  of  French  Guinea  during  the  past  three  years  is 
set  forth  in  the  appended  table  according  to  quantity  and  value : 
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Articles. 


Beeswax 

Bullocks 

Gold,  native 

Gums 

Hides 

Kola  nuts 

Palm  kernels 

Palm  oil 

Peanuts  in  shell.. 

Rubber 

Sesame  seed 

Sheep 

"Wool  in  mass 

All  other  articles. 

Total 


Metric  tons.      Value 


214 
,694 


34 
793 
139 

,071 
353 
363 
733 
486 

,171 
22S 


$123, 

402, 

226, 
16, 

458, 
53, 

5G7 
50, 
12, 

707, 
25, 
23, 
60, 

221, 


2,951,126 


Metric  tons.      Value 


191 
'11,435 


116 

398 

151 

3,409 

80 

155 

709 

6i.2 

a  5, 982 

413 


?110,834 

275,  .869 

119,494 

32,150 

267,833 

87,320 

3fi3; 701 

28, 779 

14,230 

083,730 

39,516 

17,321 

1.'>1,345 

279,629 


1919 


Metric  tons.    Value 


185 

a  8, 418 


220 
1,186 

139 
12,487 

761 
1,325 

682 

426 
011,914 

648 


2,474,706 


$157,581 

203,084 

79,969 

r>4,o34 

591,731 

80,537 

1,494,082 

132,149 

90,047 

658,389 

42, 732 

34,491 

312,800 

413,665 


4,355,791 


»  Number. 

Due  to  abundant  harvests  and  stimulated  by  the  high  prices  paid 
in  European  markets,  native  products  exported,  such  as  peanuts, 
pahn  kernels  and  oil,  and  hides  registered  increases  in  quantity  and 
value.  Comparatively  insignificant  decreases  occurred  in  exports 
of  bullocks,  rubber,  and  in  the  amount  of  sesame  seed  shipped.  Re- 
exports, not  included  in  the  foregoing  table,  were  valued  at  $18G,4GC 
in  1919  as  against  $18,289  in  1918. 

Trade  Analysis — Maritime  Movement. 

The  next  table  indicates  the  direction  of  the  exj)ort  trade  in  1918 
and  1919 : 


Countries. 

1918 

1919 

Countries. 

1913 

1919 

Percent. 

Per  cent. 
0.72 
9.19 
11.40 
62.33 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 
14.47 

21.91 

8.23 

66.28 

2.43 

1.15 

1.38 

-\11  other  countries 

.53 

The  predominance  of  France  is  explained  by  the  restrictions  im- 
posed upon  the  exportation  of  oleaginous  j^roducts  and  hides  to 
countries  other  than  France. 

The  shipping  statistics  of  French  Guinea  for  1918  and  1919  are  in- 
dicated in  the  next  table  : 


Entt 

red. 

Cleared. 

Flag. 

1918 

1919 

1918 

1919 

Number. 

Tonnase. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

American 

1 
9 

610 

43, 178 

1 

7 
2 
51 
102 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

529 

33,570 

S,  538 

101,541 

141,771 

4S4 

162 

1,897 

31 

91 

1 
9 

010 
43, 178 

1 

7 
2 

54 
105 

1 

529 

Belgian 

33,570 

8,533 

English 

French 

Greek 

33 
75 

33,&21 
75,507 

31 
74 

33,844 
73,604 

104,041 

142,134 

484 

Italian | 

Norwegian 1 

3 

2,610 

Portuguese 

5 

30 

6 

130 

Spanish 

1 

1 

91 

Swedish 1 

717 

i 

Total 

124 

153,246 

169 

233,614 

121 

151,  426 

175 

293,750 
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IVORY  COAST. 

During  the  year  1919  the  foreign  trade  of  {he  Ivory  Coast  amounted 

to  $10,088,970,  as  against  $5,586,685  for  1918,  $-l,*987,086  for  1917, 
$4,031,922  for  1916,  and  $6,700,956  for  1913.  The  gain  in  vahie  over 
1918  amounts  to  $4,452,285,  over  1917  to  $5,051,884,  over  1916  to 
$6,007,048,  and  over  1913  to  $3,338,014.  The  year  1919,  therefore,  as 
regards  the  vakie  of  the  overseas  trade,  establishes  a  record.  The 
total  value  of  imports  was  $4,542,648,  as  against  $3,047,003  for  1918, 
and  $2,707,749  in  1917.  The  total  value  of  the  exports  in  1919  was 
$5,496,322,  as  against  only  $2,539,682  in  1918,  and  $2,279,337  in  1917. 
This  increase  of  more  than  100  per  cent  in  1919  is  due  to  the  oppor- 
tunity to  sell  accumulated  stocks  in  foreign  markets.  There  were  no 
imports  of  specie  during  1919.  The  imports  during  1918  amounted 
in  value  to  only  $6,273.  The  exports  of  specie  in  1919  were  worth 
$4,754,  as  against  $25,108  in  1918. 

Principal  Articles  Imported. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  imported  by  the  Ivory  Coast  colony  during  1917,  1918,  and 
1919 : 


Articles. 


1917 


Metric  tons.      Value 


1918 


Metric  tons.      Value 


1919 


Metric  tons.     Value. 


Construction  materials . 

Cotton  goods 

Flour,  wheat 

Machines  and  parts . . . . 

Metal  manufactures 

Milk,  preserved 

Periumery 

Salt 

Soap,  common 

Spirits 

Sugar 

Tobacco,  leaf. 

Wines 

All  other  articles 


1,678 
524 
142 

1,105 


54 

77 

2,486 

229 

a,  756, 591 

40 

92 

o  139,918 


$.32, 042 

963,544 

16,627 

39,311 

155,  410 

12, 633 

58, 896 

21,411 

44, 106 

73,0.53 

9,671 

35, 388 

43, 968 

1,201,689 


634 

375 
116 
42 


37 

45 

1,594 

214 

a  87, 849 

30 

94 

a  210,  406 


$17,012 

915, 846 
17, 984 
33,3.50 

201,285 
13,120 
53, 2.52 
39, 988 

132, 754 

38, 078 

9,906 

72, 976 

80,615 

1,420,837 


1,815 
144 
314 
108 


SO 

42 

3,694 

219 

0  190,813 

54 

320 

o  225, 532 


$86, 035 

892, 457 

75, 040 

113,442 

434, 979 

32, 747 

72,502 

96, 103 

152,345 

lis;  403 

17,119 

377, 546 

122,841 

1,951,054 


Total. 


2, 707, 749 


3,047,003 


4, 542, 648 


a  Liters. 

The  principal  increases  occurred  in  imports  of  machines  and  parts, 
metal  manufactures,  and  construction  materials;  consignments  of 
leaf  tobacco,  wines,  spirits,  soaps,  preserved  milk,  flour,  sugar,  salt, 
and  perfumery  also  advanced  in  value.  The  decrease  noted  in  the 
quantity  of  cotton  goods  imported  was  due  to  the  higher  costs  and 
the  difficulty  of  having  orders  filled. 

Direction  of  Trade — Origin  of  Principal  Imports. 

The  percentages  of  the  total  furnished  by  the  leading  countries 
participating  in  the  import  trade  of  the  Ivory  Coast  were  as  follows 
in  1919 : 


Per  cent. 

England 48.57 

France 26.  GO 

United    States 21.  30 


Per  cent. 

Switzerland 1. 36 

Netherlands .  49 

All  other  countries 1.  59 


About  9  per  cent  of  the  cotton  goods  imported  was  furnished  by 
France,  81  per  cent  by  England,  and  the  remainder  by  the  United 
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iStates,  Switzerland,  Itah',  Spain,  the  Netlierlands,  and  other  coun- 
tries. Fully  85  per  cent  of  the  leaf  tobacco  came  from  the  United 
States,  the  remainder  from  Enoland  and  France  and  its  colonies; 
however,  practically  all  the  later  shipments  had  their  origin  in  the 
T"^nited  States.  France  sent  90  per  cent  of  the  wine,  Italy  and  Spain 
the  remainder.  Something  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the  spirits  came 
from  France,  more  than  20  per  cent  from  England,  12  per  cent  from 
the  Netherlands,  and  over  50  per  cent  from  the  United  States. 

England  supplied  practically  all  the  unscented  or  common  soap, 
a  small  proportion  being  sent  by  France,  and  a  still  smaller  part  by 
the  United  States.  This  commodit}'-  is  one  of  the  leading  articles 
of  trade  in  West  xVfrica.  Switzerland  was  the  source  for  over  70 
per  cent  of  the  preserved  milk  imported,  the  United  States  for  a 
little  more  than  10  per  cent,  France  about  12  per  cent,  and  England 
for  the  remainder.  Three-fourths  of  the  flour  imports  were  pur- 
chased from  the  United  States,  a  little  less  than  25  per  cent  from 
France,  and  the  remainder  from  England  and  other  countries. 

Practically  all  the  sugar  came  from  the  United  States,  a  small 
portion  having  its  origin  in  France,  England,  and  other  countries. 
The  salt  was  furnished  chiefly  by  England.  More  than  50  per  cent 
of  the  perfumerj'^  imported  was  supplied  by  France,  40  per  cent  by 
England,  and  the  remainder  by  the  United  States.  Machinery  and 
parts  likewise  had  tlieir  chief  source  of  supply  in  France,  which  sent 
over  half  the  total  shipments;  England  sent  ai30ut  33  per  cent  and  the 
United  States  16  per  cent.  Imports  of  metal  manufactures  were 
divided  as  follows:  France  20  per  cent,  England  over  50  per  cent, 
the  United  States  25  per  cent,  and  other  countries  the  remainder. 
England  and  France  sent  almost  all  the  construction  materials,  only 
a  small  part  coming  from  the  United  States.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  the  United  States  now  stands  third  in  the  import  trade,  the 
place  occupied  bv  Germany  before  the  War.  This  statement  holds 
true  of  trade  with  practically  all  the  West  African  colonies. 
Export  Returns. 

The  leading  articles  exported  from  the  Ivory  Coast  in  1017,  1918, 
and  1919  are  given  in  the  next  table  according  to  quantity  and  value : 


Articles. 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Cocon  beans 

317 
27 

148 
69 

$91,782 

8,814 

20, 236 

12, 298 

46.238 

27,983 

13,405 

1,496 

19,. 368 

247,381 

414,088 

813, 457 

300, 152 

226 

14,990 

29,987 

187,435 

420 

30 

434 

4 

$40,466 

14,  .'Am 

28,  153 
848 

18,007 
1,643 
1,252 

959 

110 

333 

39 

03 

82 

3 

77 

19 

34,322 

16.439 

11,761 

?6 

11 

13 

$1&5,183 

54,810 

120.341 

6,689 

2,509 

33  172 

Coffee 

Cotton,  lint 

Fish,  (Irierl  and  smoked 

Gold 

Hides,  beef. 

75 
4 

10.1 

67' 

12,818 

6,130 

6,243 

311 

o 12,927 

?8 

4 
i 

Ivorv 

10,755 

15,039 

10,363 

660,521 

2,029,826 

1,971,736 

Kapok 

Kola  nuts 

36 

37,322 

6,500 

3,168 

249 

0  468 

4 

20,031 

679,704 

555, 367 

883,186 

240, 405 

35 

1,183 

13,617 

32,127 

Jfahosany  logs 

Palm  kernels. 

Palm  oil 

Rubber 

73,620 

Shea  butter 

2,922 

Spices 

4  305 

ReexDorts 

35,959 
278,242 

All  other  articles 

Total 

2,279,337 

1 

2,539,682 

5,490,322 

i 

o  Kilos  of  2.2  pounds  each. 
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The  increases  which  are  accounted  for  by  th.e  cessation  of  hostilities 
and  the  avaihibility  of  car<^o  space  occurred  especiallj^  in  the  exports 
of  cocoa  beans,  coffee,  dried  and  smoked  fish,  beef  hides,  kapok,  pahn 
kernels,  and  i)a]m  oil.  Exce})t  dried  fish,  but  includin*^  mahogany 
logs,  these  are  the  colony's  staple  exports.  Dried  and  smoked  fish 
is  becoming  an  important  export  product.  Exports  of  gold  dust  and 
nuggets,  mahogany  logs,  and  rubber  declined  somewhat  in  value. 
Division  of  Trade — Shipping  Statistics. 

France  received  GO  per  cent  of  the  exports,  purchasing  all  ship- 
ments of  beef  hides,  goat  and  sheep  skins,  copra,  castor  oil,  cocoa 
beans,  spices,  lint  cotton,  and  kapok,  almost  all  the  ivory,  coffee,  palm 
oil,  and  about  half  the  palm  kernels.  England's  share,  which 
amounted  to  20  per  cent  of  the  total  trade,  consisted  principally  of 
l^ahn  kernels  and  oil.  The  United  States  received  a  little  more  than 
half  of  the  mahogany  logs  exported.  The  Netherlands  took  about  10 
per  cent  of  the  total  products  shipped,  consignments  being  made  up 
mostly  of  palm  kernels  and  oil. 

Shipping  statistics  for  the  Ivory  Coast  during  1918  and  1919  are 
set  forth  in  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  nationality,  number, 
and  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  the  colony's  ports : 


Flag. 


STEAMERS. 


American.. 

Belgian 

Brazilian... 

Danish 

English.... 

French 

Greek 

Japanese . . . 
Norwegian. 

Spanish 

Swedish . . . 


S.ULING  VESSELS. 


American.. 
English.... 

French 

Korweg'an. 


Total. 


Entered. 


Cleared. 


1918 


Number.    Tonnage. 


802 
4,802 
2,381 
1,160 
179, 120 
111,025 
4,647 


9,825 


2,632 
1,024 

7,673 
786 


3:8, 877 


1919 


1918 


Number.   Tonnage.  Number.   Tonnage. 


19,246 

3.896 

8,636 

3,174 

183,574 

162, 739 


1,847 

14,893 

i.0 

10,970 


3,506 


414,768 


1 

4,802 

2 

75 

42 

2 

2,200 

177,619 

99,406 

4,647 

8 

15,280 

1 

3,736 


134   310,522 


1919 


Number.    Toimage. 


200 


14,947 
3,895 
10,906 
1,174 
193,545 
161,796 


1,847 

19,791 

SO 

12,904 


6,128 
5,161 
7,744 


439,931 


SENEGAL. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Senegal  was  more  nearly  normal  in  1919  than 
it  had  been  for  several  years,  and  amounted  in  value  to  $77,266,367 
as  compared  Avith  $98,622,476  in  1918,  $53,267,539  in  1917,  and  $31,- 
071,661  in  1913.  The  1919  returns  show  an  increase  of  148  per  cent 
over  1913  in  value,  although  there  was  little  if  any  advance  in  quan- 
tity. Imports  for  1919  amounted  to  $38,245,831  as" against  $57,085,126 
in  1918,  $27,983,593  in  1917,  and  $16,997,663  in  1913.  Exports  in 
1919  were  worth  $39,020,536,  compared  with  $41,537,350  in  1918, 
$25,283,946  in  1917,  and  $14,077,001  in  1913.     The  imports  of  specie, 
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■which  are  not  inchided  in  the  fore<roinfr  figures,  were  vahicd  at 
$10,124  in  1919,  compared  with  $580,?)51  in  1918,  and  $795.9:32  in 

1917.  Exports  of  specie  in  1919  totaled  $431,526  as  airainst  $28,671 
in  1918,  and  $77,670  in  1917.  In  addition  paper  currency  equal  to 
$868,500  was  imi)orted  during  the  past  year  and  $65,487  worth 
exported. 

Imports  by  Articles. 

All  transshipment  of  Avar  supplies  at  Dakar  havinc;  ceased,  the 
apparent  import  trade  of  tlie  colony  for  1919  decreased  about  one- 
third  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Importers  had  to  contend 
with  the  difficulty  of  getting  orders  filled,  unfavorable  exchange  rates 
which  limited  purchases  in  England  and  the  United  States,  and 
various   Government   restrictions.     Imports   into    Senegal   in   1917, 

1918,  and  1919  are  given  in  the  next  table  according  to  quantity  and 
value : 


Articles. 


1917 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1918 


1919 


Quantity. 


Value.        Quantitj'. 


Value. 


Apparel metric  tons . 

Arnis number . 

Beer metric  t  ons . 

Biscuits •. . .  .do . . . 

Coal do... 

Cotton  thread. do... 

Cotton  goods do... 

Guinea    and    similar    cloth, 

meters 

Construction    materials, 

metric  tons 

Flour,  wheat metric  tons. 

Olasssvare do... 

Kerosene do... 

Kola  nuts do... 

Liqueurs liters. 

Limiber cubic  meters . 

Oils ,  edible metric  tons . 

Provisions do. . . 

Rice do... 

Silver  bars kilos. 

Soap metric  tons. 

Spirits liters. 

Sugar metric  tons. 

Tobacco,  and  manufactures  of: 

Leaf metric  tons. 

Manufactured do... 

Wines liters. 

All  other  articles 


306 

31 

360 

461 

637,290 

386 

2,657 

12,818,311 

11.385 

3,194 

0 

1,129 

eu 

86,673 

2,629 

254 

268 

1,781 

1,822 

672 

389,229 

2,0C3 

887 

2S\ 

1,676,448' 


S6S0,897 

860 

81,301 

91,082 

11,641,062 

353,463 

4,900,316 

2,190,581 

197,6-16 
314, 171 
7, 445 
123,655 
70.5,344 

66,334 
115,938 
101,633 
129,572 
202,328 

42,218 
173,463 
229,637 
450,797 

312,600 

38,994 

495,406 

4,273,262 


1,572 

82 

2S0 

179 

317, 461 

159 

3,633 

11,322,033 

13,747 

6,325 

21 

942 

1,534 

99,807 

4,875 

172 

177 

232 

766 

543 

€57,137 

7,678 

941 
591 
3,287,7i5"i 


?3,OC3,3U 

3,340 

77,411 

47,276 

8,  f  39, 062 

372,048 

10,207,649 

3,121,479 

3.37,382 

1,082,156 

32,876 

87,664 

l,2e2,630 

121,417 

495, 323 

131,441 

120,216 

54,234 

25,002 

3  to,  778 

499, 193 

2,8&4,94o 

617,335 

118,669 

1,232,8.57 

21,929,312 


153 

155 

364 

773 

333, 549 

88 

1,770 

8,129,548 

7,851 

3,763 

16 


1,796 

97,498 

5,587 

89 

218 

1,066 

62 

1,029 

580,452 

2,559 

1,<)56 

80 
2,511,714 


$23, 500 
7,003 

164,940 

272,210 
8,122,413 

235,534 
7,381,518 

2,612,371 

295,230 

914,712 

20,593 


1,660,273 
135,630 
285, 571 
83,753 
198,602 
251,099 
4,085 
709,  .584 
406,761 
959,897 

1,445,351 

177,613 

l,2o2,500 

10,541,981 


Total. 


27,983,593 


57,085,126 


38,245,831 


Changes  in  Imports  of  Leading  Articles. 

The  increase  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  beer  imported  is  due  to 
the  revival  of  the  French  brewing  industry' .  jSIost  of  the  beer  in  kegs 
came  from  France  and  the  United  States  furnished  the  greater  part 
of  the  bottled  beer,  $19,300  worth.  In  1919,  the  United  States  fur- 
nished ail  the  leaf  tobacco  imported.  France  and  England  were  the 
leading  countries  of  origin  for  manufactured  tobacco.  Argentina 
and  the  United  States  took  the  leading  part  in  supplying  preserved 
meats  and  lard  to  Senegal.  The  same  countries  sent  also  preserved 
fish  Avhich  fomierly  came  almost  entireh^  from  France.  The  United 
States,  shared  a  large  projx>rtion  of  the  trade  in  sea  biscuits,  sup- 
plying one-third  against  France's  two-thirds.     This  is  one  of  the 
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leading  imports  of  Senegal.  Imports  of  rice  increased  in  quantity 
and  in  value.  On  account  of  the  high  prices  to  -which  French  soaps 
rose,  they  were  almost  completely  displaced  in  the  French  West 
African  colonies  by  the  English  products.  In  1919  England  fur- 
nished Senega.1  $559,700  -worth  of  unscented  soap  and  France  fur- 
nished $120,626  -worth.  England  also  sent  the  greater  part  of  the 
scented  soaps. 

In  addition  to  the  declines  noted  as  a  result  of  the  cessation  of 
hostilities,  the  following  decreases  may  be  noted.  Alcohol  imports, 
coming  chiefly  from  France  and  the  United  States,  fell  off  as  a 
result  of  the  order  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign  alcohols. 
This  order  particularly  affected  gin  imports  from  the  Netherlands. 
The  demand  for  construction  materials  in  France  restricted  the 
amount  exported  and  accounts  for  the  decline  in  imports  of  this  item 
into  Senegal.  The  larger  part  of  the  imports  in  1919  consisted  of 
cement  worth  $193,000,  of  which  2,152  tons  came  from  France,  2,378 
tons  from  England,  and  872  tons  from  the  United  States.  The  de- 
cline in  shipments  of  cotton  goods  resulted  principally  from  high 
cost  and  the  inability  of  exporters  to  fill  orders.  England  sent  the 
greater  part  of  the  imports,  followed  by  France.  The  difficulty  of 
purchasing  coal  from  England  caused  the  decline  in  imports  under 
this  head."  Edible  oils  declined  36  per  cent  in  value  in  1919.  The 
decrease  in  this  item  which  began  in  1915  has  continued  ever  since. 
On  account  of  the  high  price  demanded  for  such  oils,  small  mills  and 
rudimentary  domestic  installations  were  made  in  Senegal  during  the 
past  two  years.  These  furnish  peanut  oil  which  is  cheaper  than  the 
imported  article  and  quite  as  wholesome. 

Principal  Articles  Exported. 

Exports  from  Senegal  according  to  quantity  and  value  are  indi- 
cated in  the  appended  table  for  1917,  1918,  and  1919: 


Articles. 

1917 

1918 

1919 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Metric  tons. 

\'alue. 

Beeswax 

108 

0  631 

1,772 

1,528 

20 

491 

574 

2,400 

4,062 

175,477 
102 
262 

$46,724 

15,223 

389,312 

573,508 

3,860 

183.979 
307,746 
98,450 
352,781 

10,160,114 

6, 857 

252,871 

'42,-892, 521 

143 

o  673 

2,330 

2,032 

80 

551 

.     246 

483 

1,608 

106,387 

13,731 

327 

S63,109 
25,042 
668,958 
S25, 127 
74,949 

116,611 
126,925 
40,294 
171,676 

6,435,902 

1,640,537 

315,994 

33,931,226 

81 

"263 

4,800 

809 

45 

244 

58 

44 

4,085 

172,327 

75,431 

55 

$65, 103 

Bullocks 

11,119 

1,672,673 

464,207 

29, 508 

Hides 

Meat: 

66,911 

64,353 
4,323 

Millet 

547, 711 

Peanuts: 

12,674,844 

Shelled 

11,332,829 

Rubber 

52  890 

12,003,933 

Total 

25,283,946 

41,537,350 

39,020,536 

o  Number.  6  Includes  reexports. 

The  production  of  peanuts,  the  principal  export  of  the  colony,  has 
graduallv  increased  from  a  little  more  than  225,000  tons  of  unshelled 
nuts  in  1910  to  more  than  172,000  of  unshelled  and  75,000  shelled 
in  1919.  Other  native  products  also  registered  a  gain  in  1919.  The 
decrease  noted  in  the  final  returns  accrued  chiefly  in  trade  in  bullocks 
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and  prosorvccl  meats  as  the  result  of  the  lessened  demand  by  vessels 
cailinc:  at  Dakar  for  supplies.  Hide  shipments  declined  because  these 
exports  Avere  restricted  to  France. 

Direction  of  Foreign  Trade. 

England  holds  the  first  place  among  the  countries  of  origin,  its 
share  amounting  to  $17,080,500  in  1910.  altliough  it  sull'ered  a  large 
decrease  in  1010,  amounting  to  $J:,C32,000,  due  to  the  curtailment  in 
the  purchase  of  cotton  goods,  the  figures  being  $12,64:1,500  in  1918 
and  only  $7,961,250  in  1919.  Also  less  coal  ■was  furnished  by  Eng- 
land in  1919.  On  the  other  hand,  this  country  sent  a  greater  part  of 
the  soaps,  candles,  and  metal  works.  The  colonies  and  dominions  of 
England  figured  in  the  commerce  of  Senegal  in  1918  to  an  amount 
equal  to  $17,370,000,  the  trade  being  chiefly  transshipments  of  wheat 
and  corn.  The  year  under  revieAV  the  colonies  furnished  imports 
worth  $2,084,500,^  of  which  $1,698,400  was  in  kola  nuts  from  Sierra 
Leone.  France  supplied  $10,156,818  worth  of  imports  in  1919,  as 
against  $10,198,120  in  1918,  the  decrease  bearing  particularly^  on  ap- 
parel and  leather  goods,  as  fewer  military  supplies  were  required. 

The  United  States  showed  a  more  substantial  progress,  the  imports 
increasing  from  $3,858,200  in  1918  to  $5,934,913  in'l919,  an  increase 
of  76  per  cent.  The  principal  items  in  this  trade  were  condensed 
milk,  showing  an  increase  of  $115,800,  leaf  tobacco  $1,351,000,  sugar 
$579,000,  beer  $115,800,  alcohols  $144,750,  fuel  coal  $573,017,  gasoline 
and  other  mineral  oils  $347,400.  iron  bars  and  sheets  $304,940,  sacks 
and  tissues  $651,375,  metal  vrorks  (tools,  nails,  screws,  lanterns,  and 
typewriters)  $308,800,  automobiles  and  parts  $165,980.  Of  the  116 
automobiles  imported  in  1918,  109  cam.e  from  the  United  States,  2 
from  England,  and  5  from  France;  in  1919,  of  the  136  imported,  126 
came  from  the  United  States,  3  from  England,  and  7  from  France. 
The  establishment,  in  March,  of  a  direct  line  of  cargo  steamers  from 
the  United  States  to  Dakar  was  no  small  factor  in  increasing  Ameri- 
can trade.  Argentina  and  Brazil  lost  around  in  the  import  trade, 
their  share  falling  from  $958,438  in  1918  to  $358,208  in  1919,  owing 
to  the  decline  in  importations  of  flour  and  sugar.  Direct  purchases 
from  the  Netherlands  were  worth  only  $147,645 ;  to  this  may  be 
added  $250,900  for  guinea  cloth  coming  through  France  as  foreign 
goods.  Trade  with  the  Xetherlands  suffered  mostly  on  account  of 
the  prohibition  on  importation  of  alcohols.  As  a  result  of  the  heavier 
imports  of  lumber  and  matches  from  the  Scandinavian  countries, 
their  share  in  the  import  statistics  advanced  from  $57,900  in  1918  to 
$270,200  in  1919.  Spain's  share  of  the  import  trade  increased  from 
$25,862  in  1918  to  $250,900  in  1919,  and  was  practically  all  in  wines. 

The  export  trade  of  Senegal  was  divided  as  follows  in  1918  and 
1919: 


Countries. 

191S 

1919 

Countries. 

1918 

1919 

Per  cer.t. 

90.58 

6.05 

.37 

PcrcrU 

90.89 

.58 

.31 

5.76 

Denmark 

Percent. 

Per  cent. 
1.42 

Italv 

.30 

All  other  countries 

3.00 

.74 

Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  consisted  of  hides,  $383, 
and  gum  arabic,  $1,644.    No  invoices  were  certified  in  1918. 
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SUPPLEAIENT   TO   COMMERCE  EEPOETS. 


Maritime  Movement. 

Senegal's  shipping  statistics  for  1918  and  1019  are  given  in  the 
table  folloAving: 


Flag. 


Entered. 


1918 


Number.   Tonnage. 


1919 


Number.   Tonnage. 


Cleared. 


1918 


Number.   Tonnage. 


Number.  Tonnage 


American 

Belgian 

British 

Brazilian 

Danish 

Dutch 

French 

Greek 

Italian 

Japanese 

Norwegian 

Portuguese 

Spanish 

Swedish 

All  other  nationalities 

Total 


17 

547 

73 

IG 

4 

370 

19 

105 

6 

59 

32 

6 

4 

2 


5,024 

67,173 

1,298,485 

146,. 342 

17,145 

3,543 

096,257 

35, 198 

239,351 

16,889 

106,852 

39, 573 

1,814 

0,353 

2, 484 


9 

24 

323 

20 

32 

8 

350 

14 

206 

6 

52 

29 

7 

28 

1 


28,814 
80,446 

679,481 

45,007 

16,000 

5,764 

686,666 
21,767 

567,481 
14,475 
62,318 
33,206 
7,509 
28,641 
193 


6 

17 

546 

73 

14 

3 

378 

19 

106 

6 

63 

31 

6 

4 

3 


3,323 

C7,173 

1,298,435 

146,342 

13,242 

2,815 

TOO, 476 

35,198 

239,995 

16,899 

113,971 

39,. 532 

1,814 

6,363 

2,880 


10 
24 
323 
20 
33 

8 

341 

14 

204 

6 
48 
29 

0 
26 

1 


30,725 
80,346 

018,388 
45,007 
17,017 
5,764 

066,551 
21,767 

551,816 
14,475 
58, 409 
34,010 
6,589 
26,467 
2,657 


2,682,795 


1,109     2,277,938 


1,275     2,688,458 


1,093     2,179,£ 
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